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Summer 2008 

Every Child Matters 

INTRODUCING THE 2008-09 NEW CHARLTON SCHOOL                              

 ONE SITE - ONE VISION - ONE MISSION 

 

We hope you find this newsletter interesting and informative about what the school has done and what we are 

aiming to focus our efforts on over the next year.  

 

We will create outstanding special educational opportunities & provision for your children. 

 

The last year has been very intensive, where the school continues to improve education and social provision and 
standards of education.   Neil Rees-Davies has helped drive this improvement. He leaves now to lead as Head 

to another special school in Kent. We thank him for his energy, commitment and support. 

 

Our Associate Head teacher, Liz Dowdle will be taking the whole school lead in helping create a collaborative 
culture with quality assurance and strategic improvements over the coming years.  We are creating a strong, 

supportive structure and a staff team to support each other to create a world class community special school.  

 

Our committed staff have worked productively to offer high quality provision for ALL the students.  We have not 

yet succeeded in meeting that target.  We have made good improvements but not yet good enough. 

However, this coming year we are focussing upon classroom teaching, learning, support for learning and a focus 

upon assessment for learning. 

 

We will be making further improvements in the next year in our key target areas of improving communication 
internally to ensure we focus efforts and have clear understanding of what targets children have, and also 

óexternallyô with parents/carers.  

 

We have found that ALL parents and carers like our new mapping tool of Personalised Learning Plans that 

clearly identify pupil needs and details the provision we have planned to deliver.  

 

We will build upon that foundation. 

 

We need all staff to know what that means for every child we educate. 

 

Our second key area of focus will be to improve assessment for learning, 

 

Our third area to improve Quality Assurance. 
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In order to focus the school leadership of our staff we have subdivided the school leadership in four main areas. 

These are: 

 

11-16 Learning SEN led by Peter Ashworth, 

11-19 Autistic Spectrum Disorder led by Linda Carroll and  

16-19 Sixth form SEN led by Moira Vale and 

Personalised learning Provision led by Janet Bradford. 

 

Assessment for learning, what is it?   

Assessment for Learning (or AfL) is led by Anita Sawyer. 

 

By expert staff supporting teaching and support staff in assessing what the child can do very carefully, the experts 
and staff identify the childôs next steps to help them achieve and progress. By providing the right level of support 
and challenge, the children feel motivated by experiencing success to learn more and are then encouraged to 
learn new skills.  This acts as a positive motivational tool and óswitches onô childrenôs enthusiasm to learn more 

skills or knowledge. It accelerates rates of learning and helps children achieve more challenging or difficult things. 

 

It also develops childrenôs sense of self worth and self-confidence, and makes them feel happier. Happier children 
learn much better and can learn more.  Children at Charlton tell us that they are happy to come to school and 
happy to learn the things they do.  We listen to what they like to do and use this to motivate them to learn the 
skills that you tell us that you want them to learn.  We want to know more about what you want your children to 
learn.  Please tell us, we want to know.  Let us know what you want them to learn and what you want us to con-

centrate our efforts upon. 

 

We will be asking class staff to regularly phone you, to meet with you and talk about what you want your child to 
learn.  I hope that you will not mind the intrusion, but we are trying to work with you, to learn what you have in 
mind for your children too.  We are expecting that a change of how we do things will lead to better outcomes and 

progress for your children. 

 

We have modified the timetable to allow more time for staff and children to analyse, record achievements, and 
celebrate success in every class.  We want permission to photograph and film your childôs achievements to share 
with you their successes. These are to show you how they improve over time.  All parents have appreciated our 
demonstration and use of a digital evidence of progress. It provides us all with solid evidence of improvements 

that are sometimes difficult to capture in words. 

 

I have asked all my staff to use more plain English.  I want all our letters to you to be Crystal Clear. 

 

I am sure that all of you will welcome a more straightforward, dialogue about your children, their education and 

approach. 
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TERM DATES: 

21st, 22nd and 23rd July 2008  -  Inset Days (School closed for students). 

24th July 2008  -  2nd September 2008  -  Summer Holidays 

3rd, 4th & 5th September 2008  -  Inset Days (School closed for students). 

 

Hello Everyone,  

 

My name is Liz Dowdle and Iôve been working as the Deputy Head teacher at Charlton 

School, my first year has flown by! 

 

I have enjoyed getting to know and working with all the students that enjoy coming to Charlton School and work 
hard to achieve in their lessons, whilst having fun together.  The students have been involved in some great ex-
periences and activities, performances and sporting events throughout the year, just look at the smiles in the pho-

tographs! 

 

The staff at Charlton are great too, teaching and supporting the students enthusiastically, to ensure that every 
child matters, keeping safe, staying healthy, enjoy and achieve, achieve economic well-being and making a posi-

tive contribution to life. 

 

If there is anything you would like to discuss, please contact me on 020 8854 6259. 

 

I want my creative and caring staff to support you, to help to provide the best possible and enjoyable education for 

your child. 

 

We want you to be as proud of your childrenôs achievements and enjoy seeing their progress as much as we are. 

 

We look forward to meeting with you in our new school in September. 

 

 

Mark Dale-Emberton 

Head Teacher Charlton School  

INTRODUCING THE 2008-09 NEW CHARLTON SCHOOL                              

 ONE SITE - ONE VISION - ONE MISSION 
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  C6 Trip to Battersea Zoo                                                                                     Jo Zarb 

  C11 went to Hewittõs Farm to pick Strawberries                                        Sue McDonnell 

 

 

òEveryone 
helped each 

other pick the 

strawberriesó 

On Tuesday the 24th June 2008 C11 went to Hewittôs Farm to pick óStrawberriesô.  Here are some pictures that 

we took on the day and a few words from some of the students. 

ñWe had a good day, Sarah helped me to pick the strawberries, and we put 

them in containersò. 

Here we are at Hewittôs farm.  We put all the strawberries in the boxes, we also ate some of them on the way 

round the fields.  It was a great day. 

 

The next day we had a Strawberry fair in school and made approximately £105.  We also had a cake made to 

guess the weight.  The whole class would like to thank Bernadette Williams for the kind donation of the cake 

C6 raised money for a trip to Battersea Park Zoo by guessing the number of sweets in a box.  We set off in hope 

for a sunny day and lots of fun.   

We had beautiful sunshine and all the students enjoyed seeing the animals and made friends with the pigs. 

Some students joined the MearCats in their Manor.   

 

We all had Ice creams and took fun photos. We had a picnic in the Zoo and goats thought they would join us. 

The students went to the shop and all found an item they liked.  

 

òWe had a sing 
song on the 
way to the 
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  City and Guilds                                                                                             Emily Garwood 

  C10 Took part in the GYOP Potato Competition                                        Brenda Miskin 

  Transition                                                                                                    Yvonne Westwood 

This is the National year of the potato. 

 

During the spring term, C10 took part in the national Grow your Own Potato 
competition.  Schools involved followed very strict guidelines, all school groups 
first had to chit their seed potatoes for two weeks, then plant and harvest their 

potatoes on the same day. 

Over 10,000 schools took part in the GYOP grow-
ing experience this year.  On the 24th June 2008 
the class group harvested their two crop varieties 

which were, Vale Emerald and Rocket.   

The students were really excited when they 
turned out each variety to see just how many 
potatoes you could harvest.  Our crop weight 

in at: 

Vale Emerald  -  1.2kg 

Rocket  -  1.1kg 

Well done everyone! 

Throughout this year 6th Form 3 have been working on a video project with Steve Maxwell from the Greenwich 
Advocacy Project.  The students have been looking at transition, visiting lots of places that they would like to go 
to Post 19.  These have included Lewisham College, The Riverwood Project, Access to Employment, The 
Arches Leisure Centre, Greenworks, The Farm, and Christchurch Forum.  In school the students have been 
videoed talking about what they like to do out of school, using the school gym equipment, and Food Technology. 

During the year, with grant money we received, we employed a professional video artist. 

 

Last week the video was shown for the first time to a Transition Conference at Woolwich Town Hall.  Next term 

we are planning a Launch Party in school so others can see what we have been doing. 

 

A big congratulations to Lisa, Angelique and Shane in Post 16 who have completed a 2 year City and Guilds 
Course in Food Standards.  They all passed the course with Shane gaining a credit and Lisa and Angelique 

both gaining a distinction.  Lisa got the 2nd highest mark overall.  

 

 

This is what the students said: 

 

Lisa: óI enjoyed this course, I have enjoyed learning to lay the table and to 

cook dinners. I learnt to make macaroni cheese.ô 

 

Angelique: óI enjoyed learning to make cakes. I made a banana and walnut 

loaf.ô 

 

Shane: óI enjoyed all the course.  I liked making cakes.ô 


