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For just a little while  

 

For just a little while  

Along your road you joined us,  

For many or us true, we didnôt know,  

Your time here was too short,  

To know you as a friend.  

For just a little while,  

We started to draw on y our strengths,  

To see the person, many knew you to be,  

For many you were the nice lady when seen around,  

The one with the smiles, even when you were down.  

For just a little while ,  

The west country girl, with the bright eyes, and infectious smile,  

Beg an to touch our lives, soon life flies,  

For some will never know, others knew too well.  

For just a little while,  

Weôre here, 

So donôt take yourself so seriously, 

Run and laugh with life,  

And cherish those who care,  

A jigsaw puzzle piece, and a space are lo st and empty,  

But we shou ld heed and hear, and listen to  and love each other well,  

For are we ever too, here , 

For just a little while.  

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Thank you for your many kind words and support this term, we really appreciated 

them.   

Wi th the death of Liz, our lovely school leader in the prime of her life, we are all 

reminded that we should take nothing for granted but make the most of the life we 

have and to lead it as well as we can.  

If you take it seriously, trying to have óno regretsô is much more difficult than one 

imagines.  

You should be proud of your children, they have been doing and achieving really well 

and enjoying their time with us in school.  

Lizôs legacy is also growing well: Lots of laughter fun and work has been echoing our 

corridors, classrooms and halls. At time you can feel the place rock!  

The staff and students are doing some wonderful activities. Look at the website 

www.charltonschool.com  and keep watching student and s taff achievements grow.  

Thank you parents and carers especially, for all your positive efforts and praise for the 

staff where it is due, it is great to hear good news stories, so please let the school know 

as we like to share successes.  
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You will see in thi s issue, that lots of good things have been going on throughout the 

school this year.  

The feedback from the ónewô parentsô questionnaire has been awesome.  

Coming into the school transition arrangements are the best ever.  

We are taking an active part in an ti bullying week after half term and have updated our 

practices and policies to make sure we make children feel even safer and able to 

identify any areas of concern.  

Let us know of any concerns please.  

We really want to know your views and where you think  we can do a better job.  

We are not mind readers and really rely upon feedback to know where to concentrate 

our efforts to improve year on year.  

Help us know how we can help you.  

Liz captured our mission really well in these few words and we would like you to reflect 

upon what they might mean for your child too.  

'Our Mission'   

'To provide a creative, stimulating curriculum in a safe, structured and welcoming 

environment where every child matters'.  

We want to change the curriculum to make it more and more  relevant over time.  

We want to know what you think it is important for us to help teach your children.  

So please take some time to have a think, and let us know what you think we should be 

teaching and giving life experiences about.  

We will adapt the cur riculum we will teach to meet some of your aims too.  

Please be in touch. Our new number should now work 020 8319 9350  

Ninaôs extension is 6203 for administration, Janôs extension to report issues to 

managers is 6202, Elaine re School registration and dinne r money is 6201 for lateness 

or child absence. Medical admin is 9357  

Best wishes for the half term,  

Mark Dale - Emberton  

Proud to be Headteacher -  Charlton School -  and Here to Serve.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inin in my heart  
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At 9.30 a.m. on the mor ning of Wednesday 22 nd  October, 218 staff and students of 
Charlton School got together to sign and sing a song called óSunshine in my Heartô. 
  
The reason that they did this was to support the  attempt of the charity Afasic to set 
a new world record for ñthe most people simultaneously performing sign language to 
a song at different venuesò. 
  
Afasic have been working for 40 years to support children and young people who 
have speech, language and communication difficulties and their families. In order to 
rai se awareness of the work that they do, Afasic asked that as many people as 
possible, across the country, joined them to sign and sing at the same time.  
  
Afasic originally needed 5,000 people to sign and sing in order to break the world 
record. By the time  the event took place 17,000 people had promised to join in.  
  
This means that, without a doubt, the staff and students of Charlton School have 
combined to help break a world record and enable all the signing and singing to be 
entered into the Guinness Bo ok of Records!  
  
Not only was this event good for Afasic, it was also good for the school. The whole 
thing was thoroughly enjoyed by both staff and students and resulted in many 
requests that similar events, involving the whole school, could take place in the 
future.  
  

Hearty co   Congratulations and a big óthank youô to everyone! 
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It has been a fantastic start to the new school year and 

f irstly I would like to begin by introducing the new PE 

team:   

Deborah Reid -  Head of Physical Education  

Heather Gwynn Williams ï PE teacher & SSCO  

Neal Collard ï PE coach & Gym instructor  

Cassia Minette ï Dance  

Shelia Humphries -  Swimming Teacher  

Charlt on  School held a sporting event to coincide with 

the Paralympic flag handover. The event included 

Gymnastic displays by four of our talented students. The 

demonstrations from Ruky, James, Stephen and Sinead 

included floor routines, parallel bars, beam and  

trampolining.  

A large number of our students were invited to join in 

and learn about the 

different gymnastic 

apparatus and part icipated in taster sessions. 

The morning was a huge success and the 

deputy  mayor attended and presented medals to 

all of our students for participation and 

celebrating in the event. Well done and a big 

Thank you to all students and staff involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

A group of students went to the 02 to do some 

art     work as part of the Paralympic Handover 

celebration.  All the students wo rked extremely 

hard painting and had a great afternoon 

exploring the 02.   Their art work will be on 

display at the 02 for the next few weeks.   We 

hope you will be able to go see it.   Well done to 

all the students and staff who took part and a 

big thank you  to Rosa and her team at the 02 

for making it such a great   experience.    
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We were invited to take part in the launch 

of the World Artistic Gymnastic 

Championships held at the O2 arena. Our 

students watched displays by local 

gymnastic clu bs and also listened and had 

the opportunity to participate in a press 

conference  with  all GB gymnasts Louis 

Smith, Daniel Keatings, Beth Tweddle and 

Becky Downie. After the presentations we 

had a meet and greet with the GB 

gymnastic a thletes. It was a fan tastic day 

and we would like to thank all students, 

staff and event organisers at the O2.  

 

 

 

 

The Call and Response Drama group were 

 invited to Spencer House by the Charity KIDS 

 to perform   Romeo and Juliet. The students 

had a wonderful time. We recei ved a fantastic 

letter from the organisers.  

I just wanted to say a massive  thank you to 

you, all the young people from Charlton School 

ï PJ, Meg an, Seun, Lee, Ketlin, Ricky and Judy 

and their escorts for a wonderful evening. 

Their performance was except ional and so 

many guests commented that it was the 

highlight of their evening! As I mentioned last 

night I would love to come and see a 

performance because I only got to see the 

beginning before I had to run off and do other 

things! Do let me know the date s and venues 

and I look forward to seeing you again soon.            

 

 

 

 

Rebound therapy is a new activity which 

we can now offer as part of the P.E. 

curriculum. It involves different ways of 

moving and being moved on a 

Trampoline and all the staff who  teach it 

have being 

specially trained.  

Some students 

were a bit worried to begin with but they soon 

overcame their fears and realised how much fun it can 

be. To learn most of the basic skills they donôt actually 

need to bounce and they are supported by a  teacher, 

but there is the opportunity to learn more difficult skills 

as they progress.  Many students have gained confidence and it is apparent 

    Therapy              

    Gymnastics                          
29th September  
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that they feel a real sense of achievement when they perform a new skill 

successfully. Some students now unders tand enough to be able to help others 

improve their performance by telling them where to put their hands down 

correctly or asking them to straighten their legs. Rebound therapy is giving 

our students another opportunity to enjoy learning, gain skills and h elp others. 

Every student in the school will get the chance to take part in this activity over 

this academic year.  

 

 

 

At Charlton School this term we have opened up 

a brand new gym area for everyone to use. 

Almost every student has had a number of 

oppo rtunities to use this facility. The new gym 

has a range of equipment and 

the students are helping to 

maintain it. There are currently 

a number of treadmills, rowers 

and bikes, as well different 

weight machines. We have 

already seen some real talent in the gym from some of the 

students who have taken it on and shown great enthusiasm. 

Every student has their own record sheet to keep track of 

how they are performing in the gym and how they can set 

themselves new targets. Here are some photos of the students sh owing off 

their new found talents in the gym.  

 

 

 

Charlton Schools under 14 football team 

took part in the óSLSL fair play festivalô. 

The students that took part were Luke, 

Steven, Roderick, Kristen, Dion, Lee and 

Seun. The guys performed excellently and 

showed great team spirit in every game 

they played in.  Everyone enjoyed 

themselves and being out in the fresh air 

and sunshine and all the students were 

extremely well behaved for the whole day 

and it was noted by people watching how 

hard they tried in eve ry game.  For some 

of the guys it was their first time 

representing the school and after this showing th ere will hopefully be many   

more chances to repres ent the school.  

 

 

 

 

 

So far this term I feel I have done very well when going out 

into the co mmun ity using public transport . I like getting 

shopping for people in school and I am also pleased with my 

horse riding as I have my first exam next week.  Daryl.  

 

 

 

Festival                                      
25th September  
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